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giving communication in the north with Mukden, Harbin
and the Trans-Siberian railway.
The original road is intensely British, both In its char-
acter and operation. It was built on the English modetT
and differed greatly from the usual class of pioneer railway.
The gradients are easy and the curves are of wide radius.
At one point the location of the line ran through two private
cemeteries, but as the graves of the ancestors could not be
disturbed under any considerations whatever, the line had
to make a wide swerve to avoid this obstruction.
All the materials for the railway were obtained from
Great Britain, and the solidity of the construction is an
outstanding feature. Every bridge is carried out either in
steel, concrete, brick or stone, whichever was found to be
the most economical. This feature somewhat surprised
American engineers, who are accustomed to less durable
work in the initial stages, especially as it did not appear
justifiable in such a fickle country as China. The latter
were also astonished at the low price at which the requisite
materials were landed in the country, and the fact that
mechanical appliances could not compete with coolie labour
in point of cheapness. As a matter of fact, the country
traversed at that time was exceedingly poor, the inhabitants
experiencing a terrible struggle to eke out a pitiable exist-
ence. Indeed^ around Tongshan, at the time the railway
made its appearance, it was estimated that over 50*000
natives died of starvation in two months. When the iron
horse invaded this territory a change for the better set in,
inasmuch as it offered a ready and inexpensive means of
conveying the produce from the land to market.
One piece of engineering skill has always ranked as a
distinct wonder in the neighbourhood. This is the bridge
over the Lan-ho^ 2,170 feet in length, In which there are
5 spans each of 200 feet. It was designed by the late Sir
Benjamin Baker, and aroused interest because of its unusual
design, which was condemned severely by American
engineers. This famous bridge-builder, however^ was by
no means content to abide by hide-bound rules and regula-
tions, and though in this structure he departed from the